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^> (57) Abstract: Disclosed are a financial settlement system and a method for the same. The method for financial settlement according 
2? to the invention includes the steps of offering a predetermined number of minus points corresponding to the selling price of durable 
goods to credit to a customer, offering a predetermined number of plus points corresponding to the maintenance expenses incurred 
Q to maintain the durable goods by the customer to offset the current credit of the customer. The method has advantages of not being 
£^ bound by the period of monthly installments fixed to pay for purchased durable goods as well as of returning a predetermined number 
^ of bonus points to the customer in accordance with use of the durable goods thereby. 
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MILEAGE SETTLEMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR THE SAME 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a credit card 
settlement system and a method therefor, and in particular, 
5 to a financial settlement system that offers a consumer a 
predetermined number of bonus points in accordance with a 
consumer's use of a credit card. 

Background Art 

When purchasing durable goods, consumers generally 
10 settle the payment by using an amortization system of 
credit cards when the amount of the payment is great. In 
that case, the consumers bear dual burdens of incurring 
maintenance expenses as well as the price of the purchased 
goods . 

15 Moreover, the installments and maintenance expenses 

include fees for using the amortization system, thereby 

increasing the consumers' burden. 

For instance, a consumer who has purchased a mobile 

communication terminal by means of a credit card is 
20 supposed to pay a mobile communication service fee in 

addition to an installment for the mobile communication 

terminal itself once every month. 

Likewise, a consumer who has purchased an automobile 

by means of a credit card is supposed to pay maintenance 
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expenses incurred to maintain the automobile such as 
gasoline consumption, in addition to installments to pay 
for the automobile itself. 

The financial settlement system adopting the 
5 conventional concept of offering a consumer bonus points is 
inefficient because of separate applications of the bonus 
points to purchase of the durable goods and to maintenance 
expenses incurred to maintain the durable goods on an 
independent basis. 
10 Under these circumstances , there has been a need to 

present a new financial settlement model that can reduce a 
consumer' s burden by integrating the independently 
applicable bonus points. 

Disclosure of Invention 

15 It is, therefore, an object of the present invention 

to provide a financial settlement system and a method 
therefor that can effectively lessen or release the 
consumer's burden of paying an initial installment for the 
purchased durable goods. 

20 To achieve the above object, there is provided a 

method for financial settlement comprising the steps of: 
offering a consumer a predetermined number of minus points 
corresponding to a selling price of durable goods to 
provide a credit to the consumer; and offering the consumer 

25 a predetermined number of plus points corresponding to 
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maintenance expenses incurred for the maintenance of 
durable goods by the consumer to offset the current credit 
of the consumer. 

The concept of "minus point" means supplying durable 
5 goods to a consumer free of charge or at a reduced price , 
and allowing the consumer to offset the credit over a long 
term by offering the consumer a predetermined number of 
minus points corresponding to the price of the durable 
goods . 

10 On the other hand, the concept of "plus point" means 

offering the consumer a predetermined number of plus points 
corresponding to maintenance fees incurred for the durable 
goods such as paying fees for using communication services 
or gasoline supply services so that the consumer can offset 

15 the credit. 



Brief Description of Drawings 

The above object and other objects, features and 
advantages of the present invention will become more 
apparent from the following detailed description when taken 
20 in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a 
financial settlement system according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the financial 
25 settlement system according to an embodiment of the present 
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invention; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the financial 
settlement system according to another embodiment of the 
present invention; 
5 Fig. 4 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 

financial settlement according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment 
of the present invention applied to a mobile communication 
10 service; and 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment 
of the present invention applied to a gasoline supply 
service for an automobile. 

Best Modes for Carrying out the Invention 
15 Preferred embodiments of the present invention will 

be described herein below with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. In the following description, well- 
known functions or constructions are hot described in 
detail since they would obscure the invention in 
20 unnecessary detail. 

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a 
financial settlement system according to the present 
invention. As shown in Fig. 1, the subjects who use the 
present invention comprise a manufacturing company, a 
25 selling company, a financial services company, a service 
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provider, and a customer. 

The following description will be made under an 
assumption that the financial settlement system is jointly 
established by the manufacturing company, the selling 
5 company, the financial services company, and the service 
provider. 

The manufacturer sells to the selling company durable 

goods, for which maintenance expenses are incurred. 

Meanwhile, the selling company pays the price for the 
10 purchased durable goods to the financial services company. 

The financial services company then pays the price for the 

durable goods to the manufacturing company.. 

Here, the maintenance expenses refer to the service 

fees or a purchasing price, while the durable goods refers 
15 to the goods, for which the maintenance expenses are 

incurred. 

The customer requests a purchase of durable goods 
from the selling company. 

The selling company supplies the durable goods to the 

20 customer in accordance with the customer's request, and 
stores information as identified in the request for 
purchase, such as selling price of the durable goods and 
information on the customer, as a database. The selling 
company then transmits to the financial services company 

25 transactional information including the selling price, 
information on the customer and the selling company. 
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The financial services company searches the database 
to check whether or not any subscriber identical to the 
customer as identified in the transactional information 
transmitted by the selling company has been registered. In 
5 the negative, the financial services company issues the 
customer a credit card adopting a financial settlement 
system. 

The financial services company then offers the 
customer, as identified in the transactional information, a 
10 predetermined number of minus points corresponding to the 
price of the durable goods supplied to the customer by the 
selling company. 

The customer then uses a service related to the 
durable goods, which has been supplied by the selling 
15 company, from the service provider, and pays the 
maintenance expenses for the service. The service provider 
then transmits information on the customer' s payment of the 
maintenance expenses to the financial services company, 
which subsequently offers the customer a predetermined 
20 number of plus points in accordance with the maintenance 
expenses as identified in the information on payment. 

Here, the manufacturing company may be identical to 
the selling company or the service provider. 

The minus point credited to the customer in 
25 accordance with the customer's purchase of the durable 
goods is switched to a plus point with the lapse of time as 
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the customer uses the services related to the purchased 
goods. Thus, the customer can completely offset the 
initial credit against the price of the purchased durable 
goods in accordance with use of the related services 
5 thereby. 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a financial 
settlement system according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. Fig. 2 shows the case when the selling company 
is identical to the service provider. 

10 As shown in Fig. 2, the financial settlement system 

according to an embodiment of the present invention 
includes a sales and maintenance administration server 100 
for transmitting to a financial settlement server 200 
transactional information on a selling price, a selling 

15 company and a customer, and information on a payment of 
maintenance expenses incurred by a customer for the durable 
goods. The financial settlement server 200 is also 
included in the financial settlement system. The financial 
settlement server 200 offers the customer a predetermined 

20 number of minus points in response to the transactional 
information transmitted by the sales and maintenance 
administration server 100, and a predetermined number of 
plus points in response to the information on payment of 
the maintenance expenses so as to offset the current credit 

25 of the customer. 

The sales and maintenance administration server 100 



7 



WO 02/05164 



PCT/KR01/01070 



is provided by the selling company, which is the service 
provider, while the financial settlement server 200 is 
provided by the financial services company. 

According to this embodiment, the service provider 
5 (which is the selling company) supplies durable goods 
purchased from the manufacturing company to the customer, 
and transmits transactional information including 
information on the selling price, the selling company and 
the customer to the financial settlement server 200 of the 
10 financial services company by using communication means of 
the sales and maintenance administration server 100 
thereof. 

The financial settlement server 200 then offers the 
customer a predetermined number of minus points in 
15 accordance with the selling price included in the 
transactional information as received so as to offset the 
current credit of the customer. 

If any maintenance expenses are incurred with respect 
to the durable goods purchased by the customer, the sales 
20 and maintenance administration server 100 transmits 
information on payment of the maintenance expenses of the 
customer to the financial settlement server 200. 

The financial settlement server 200 subsequently 
offers the customer a predetermined number of plus points 
25 in accordance with the maintenance expenses as identified 
in the received information on payment of the maintenance 
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expenses so as to offset the current credit of the 
customer. 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the financial 
settlement, system according to another embodiment of the 

-5 present invention. Fig. 3 shows the case when the selling 
company is different from the service provider. 

As shown in Fig. 3, the financial settlement system 
according to another embodiment of the present invention 
includes a sales server 100a for transmitting transactional 

10 information including the selling price, the selling 
company and the customer to a financial settlement server 
200, and a maintenance administration server 100b for 
transmitting information on payment of the maintenance 
expenses by the customer with respect to the sold durable 

15 goods to the financial settlement server 200. The 
financial settlement server 200 is also included in the 
financial settlement system. The financial settlement 
server 200 offers the customer a predetermined number of 
plus points in accordance with the information on payment 

20 of the maintenance expenses so as to offset the current 
credit of the customer. 

Here, the sales server 100a is provided by the 
selling company, while the maintenance administration 
server 100b is provided by the service provider. The 

25 financial settlement server 200 is provided by the 
financial services company. 
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According to this embodiment, the selling company 
supplies the durable goods purchased from the manufacturing 
company to the customer, and transmits transactional 
information including the selling price, the selling 
5 company and the customer to the financial settlement server 
200 of the financial services company by using 
communication means. of the sales server 100a thereof. 

The financial settlement server 200 subsequently 
offers the customer a predetermined number of minus points 
10 in accordance with the selling price,, as identified in the 
received transactional information, so as to offset the 
current credit of the customer. 

If any maintenance expenses are incurred with respect 
to the durable goods purchased by the customer, the 
15 maintenance administration server 100b of the service 
provider transmits the information on the customer' s 
payment of the maintenance expenses to the financial 
settlement server 200. 

The financial settlement server 200 then offers the 
20 customer a predetermined number of plus points in 
accordance with the maintenance expenses, as identified in 
the received information on the customer's payment of the 
maintenance expenses, so as to offset the current credit of 
the customer. 

25 Fig. 4 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 

financial settlement according to an embodiment of the 

10 
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present invention. The method for financial settlement 
according to an embodiment of the present invention 
comprises: a purchasing step S100 for purchasing durable 
goods from a manufacturing company by a selling company 
5 which makes payment for the purchased goods to the 
manufacturing company through a financial services company; 
a purchase request receiving step S110 for receiving 
information on a request for purchase of the durable goods 
from the customer by the selling company; a durable goods 

10 supplying step S120 for supplying the durable goods to the 
. customer in accordance with the information on a request 
for purchase as received in the purchase request receiving 
step S110; a transactional information receiving step S130 
for receiving transactional information including 

15 information on the selling price, the selling company and 
the customer with respect to the durable goods by a 
financial settlement server; a crediting step S140 for 
crediting the customer's account by offering the customer a 
predetermined number of minus points from the financial 

20 settlement server in accordance with the selling price as 
identified in the transactional information; a maintenance 
expense payment information receiving step S150 for 
receiving information on payment of the maintenance 
expenses with respect to the durable goods by the financial 

25 settlement server; and an offsetting step S160 for 
offsetting the current credit of the customer by offering a 
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predetermined number of plus points from the financial 
settlement server in accordance with the maintenance 
expenses as identified in the information on payment of the 
maintenance expenses . 
5 To be specific, the selling company purchases the 

durable goods from the manufacturing company, and pays for 
the purchased goods. Upon receipt of a request for 
purchase of the durable goods from the customer, the 
selling company supplies the durable goods to the customer. 

10 The financial settlement server of the financial 

services company receives the transactional information 
including information on the selling price of the durable 
gdods, the selling company and the customer, and offers the 
customer, as identified in the transactional information, a 

15 predetermined number of minus points in accordance with the 
selling price so as to provide a credit to the customer. 

Meanwhile, if any maintenance expenses have been 
incurred with respect to the purchased durable goods, the 
financial settlement server receives information on the 

20 customer's payment of the maintenance expenses for the 
durable goods, and offers the customer a predetermined 
number of plus points in accordance with the maintenance 
expenses, as identified in the information on the payment 
of the maintenance expenses, so as to offset the current 

25 credit of the customer. 

By taking the above steps, the minus point offered to 
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the customer in accordance with the purchase of the 
durable goods is switched to a plus point in accordance 
with use of the services related to the durable goods by 
the customer with the lapse of time. Thus, the customer 
5 can completely offset the initial credit of the purchased 
durable goods in accordance with use of the services. 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment 
of the present invention applied to a mobile communication 
service. Referring to Fig. 5, the manufacturing company of 

10 a personal communication service (PCS) terminal sells a PCS 
terminal to a PCS shop. The PCS shop makes payment for the 
purchased PCS terminal to a financial services company, 
which subsequently makes payment for the sold PCS terminal 
to the PCS terminal manufacturing company < 

15 The customer files an application for subscription to 

a mobile communication service with the PCS shop. In 
accordance with the subscription application by the 
customer, the PCS shop supplies a PCS terminal to the 
customer free of charge, and stores information on the 

20 selling price and the customer, as identified in the 
application for subscription by the customer, as a 
database* The shop then transmits the transactional 
information including the selling price, . the customer and 
the selling company to the financial services company, 

25 while transmitting the subscription information of the 
customer to the PCS service provider. 
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The financial services company offers the customer, 
as identified in the transactional information, a 
predetermined number of minus points corresponding to the 
price of the PCS terminal supplied to the customer free of 
5 charge by the PCS shop. 

The customer receives mobile communication services 
from the PCS service provider, and pays a fee for using the 
services . 

The PCS service provider then transmits the 
10 information on the customer' s payment of the service fee to 
the financial services company. 

The financial services company offers the customer a 
predetermined number of plus points corresponding to the 
service fee as identified in the information on the 
15 customer's payment of the service fee. 

Through this process, the minus point initially 
credited to the customer in accordance with the purchase of 
the PCS terminal is switched to a plus point with the lapse 
of time in accordance with use of mobile communication 
20 services by the customer. As a result, the customer can 
completely offset the price of the PCS terminal, which was 
supplied to the customer free of charge, in accordance with 
use of the mobile communication services. 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment 
25 of the present invention applied to a gasoline supply to an 
automobile. Referring to Fig. 6, the automobile 
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manufacturing company sells an automobile to an 
automobile shop, which pays the price of the automobile to 
the financial services company. The financial services 
company then pays the price for the sold automobile to the 
5 automobile manufacturing company. 

A customer requests a purchase of an automobile from 
the automobile shop. 

The automobile shop then sells the automobile to the 
customer in accordance with the customer's request, and 
10 stores information on the selling price and the customer, 
as identified in the information on the request for 
purchase of the automobile, as a database. The automobile 
shop subsequently transmits to the financial services 
company the transactional information including the selling 
15 price, the customer and the seller. 

The financial services company offers the customer, 
as identified in the transactional information, a 
predetermined number of minus points corresponding to a 
predetermined price of the automobile sold to the customer 
20 by the automobile shop. 

The customer subsequently receives a gasoline supply 
service from the gasoline station, and pays a fee for using 
the gasoline supply service. 

The gasoline station transmits the information on the 
25 customer's payment for the gasoline supply service to the 
financial services company. 
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The financial services company offers the customer 
a predetermined number of plus points corresponding to the 
gasoline supply service fee as identified in the received 
information on the customer's payment for the gasoline 
5 supply service fee. 

As a consequence, the minus point initially credited 
to the customer in accordance with the purchase of the 
automobile is switched to a plus point with the lapse of 
time in accordance with use of the gasoline supply services 
10 by the customer. The customer therefore can offset a 
partial credit against the automobile price in accordance 
with use of the gasoline supply services. 

Industrial Applicability 

As described above, the present invention has 
15 advantageous effects of improving the distribution process 
of durable goods as well as of creating a new structure of 
consumption and distribution that can lessen a burden of 
the customer by presenting a new settlement model offering 
a predetermined number of minus points corresponding to the 
20 selling price of durable goods to provide a credit to the 
customer, and offering a predetermined number of plus 
points corresponding to the maintenance expenses of the 
durable goods incurred by the customer to offset the 
current credit of the customer by returning a predetermined 
25 number of bonus points to the customer in accordance with 
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use of the durable goods, thereby effectively lessening 
or removing the customer' s burden of fully bearing an 
initial cost for purchasing the durable goods. 

While the invention has been shown and described with 
reference to certain embodiments thereof, it will be 
understood by those skilled in the art that various changes 
in form and details may be made therein without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by 
the appended claims. 
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What Is Claimed Is: 

1. A financial settlement- system realized in a 
computer, comprising: 

a sales server, if a transaction of durable goods is 
5 established with a customer, for transmitting to a 
financial settlement- server transactional information 
including the selling price of the durable goods and 
personal information of the customer; 

a maintenance administration server for transmitting 
10 to the financial settlement server information on payment 
of the maintenance expenses by the customer with respect to 
the durable goods in accordance with use of the durable 
goods; and 

the financial settlement server for calculating a 
15 number of minus points corresponding to the selling price 
of the durable goods based on the transactional information 
received from the sales server, storing the calculated 
number of minus points and the transactional information on 
the customer as a database, calculating a number of plus 
20 points based on the information on payment of the 
maintenance expenses as received from the maintenance and 
administration server, updating the database by offsetting 
the current number of minus points of the customer by the 
calculated number of plus points, and notifying the 
25 customer of the currently offset minus points. 

18 
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2. A financial settlement system realized in a 
computer , comprising: 

at least one sales and maintenance administration 
server, if a transaction of durable goods is established 
5 with a customer, for transmitting to a financial settlement 
server transactional information including the selling 
price and personal information of the customer, and 
transmitting to the financial settlement server information 
on payment of maintenance expenses incurred by the customer 

10 with respect to the durable goods in accordance with use of 
the durable goods; and 

the financial settlement server for calculating a 
number of minus points corresponding to the selling price 
of the durable goods based on the transactional information 

15 received from the sales server, storing the calculated 
number of minus points and the transactional information on 
the customer as a database, calculating a number of plus 
points based on the information on payment of the 
maintenance expenses as received from the maintenance and 

20 administration server, updating the database by offsetting 
the current number of minus points of the customer by the 
calculated number of plus points, and notifying the 
customer of the currently offset minus points. 

3. A method for financial settlement realizable in 
25 a computer to process purchase of durable goods from a 

19 
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selling company by a customer and payment of maintenance 
expenses for the durable goods to a service provider, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving transactional information including 
5 personal information on the customer who purchased the 
durable goods from the selling company and the selling 
price; 

calculating a number of minus points corresponding to 
the selling price of the durable goods; 
10 storing the calculated number of minus points and the 

transactional information on the customer as a database; 

receiving information on payment of maintenance 
expenses by the customer from the service provider; 

calculating a number of plus points based on the 
15 maintenance expenses as paid by the customer; 

updating the database by offsetting the calculated 
number of minus points by the calculated number of plus 
points of the customer; and 

notifying the customer of the currently offset minus 
20 points. 
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